
Fall 2006 OECS204 Linux Operating System D. Bocaz-Larso

OECS204 Linux Operating System

Instructor: Doug Bocaz-Larson Email: dbocaz@nmsu.edu
Phone: 290-1331 cell Office: 124         

Optional Meeting Time: Tuesdays 9:55-11:10am in room 124 (moved from Thursdays)

Other meeting times: Wednesdays 9:55-11:10am in room 124

Office Hours:  Tues/Wed 11:15am-1pm in room 124 - Mon/Fri 11:15am-1pm in 315

Text: Knoppix for Dummies by Paul Sery ISBN: 0764597795

Course Description: 
This course will introduce students to the Linux Operating System.   Students will learn about 
the history, development and uses of Linux. This course is intended as an introduction to Linux.   
One course can not teach everything there is to know about this topic, but the class will give you 
the background you need to get started.

Instructor Availability:
I will be happy to work with you in a computer lab at NMSU-Grants at scheduled times. Please 
call my cell phone (505-290-1331) or my office (505-287-6656) or email me 
(dbocaz@nmsu.edu) for questions or to arrange a time to me.  Email is actually the quickest way 
to reach me followed by leaving a message on my cell phone.  I check my office phone the least 
often.  Feel free to ask questions anytime. Most importantly, turn your assignments in on time 
and don't get behind.  

Assignment Deadlines:
Please make sure that all your work is in by the deadlines on the syllabus.  Make-up quizzes and 
assignments will not receive full credit.   10% will be taken off for each class period the assignment or 
quiz is not completed.

Discussions:
Here are some tips when you post: In your posting include a website link where you found 

your information and write a paragraph summary of what you learned from the website.  Be 
sure this is in your own words.   Do not copy and paste from the website.  I want to hear your 
thoughts and ideas on the topic.  NOTE: Everyone must find something different about the 
history of Linux so be sure to read what others have posted before you.  You will be asked to do 
another posting if you repeat information.

Evaluation:
Discussions 500 points
Assignments 500 points

Grading scale:
100-90% A  900-1000 points
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89-80% B 800-899 points
79-70% C  700-799 points
69-60% D 600-699 points
>59% F under 599 points

Deadlines �� Students must meet the deadlines in order to receive full credit for assignments, 
quizzes, and projects. 10% will be taken off for each day the assignment is late up to 40%.   If 
10% of the assignments in the course are late, then your final grade will be deducted by 10% 
which means you will not receive an A.

Final deadline for all 1st 8 week assignments – Tuesday, October 10
Final deadline for all 2nd 8 week assignments – Tuesday, December 12

Failure to meet the above deadlines may result in your being dropped from the course by the first 
8 weeks or a failing grade on the 2nd 8 week assignments.

Important Dates
August 23 Class Begins
October 17 at 4pm Last day to drop
November 17 Last Day to Withdraw from the University
November 20-24 Thanksgiving holiday for students
Tuesday, December 12 Last day of class

Words of Wisdom
When you take a course about computers, you get out of it what you put into it.  Computers are 
constantly changing and you must be constantly learning to keep on the cutting edge.  A class in 
computers will help you get started, but it is up to you to go that extra mile to become an expert.   
Working with computers is like learning a musical instrument.  You don’t become a good 
musician without practice.  It is the same with computers.  If you don’t practice and develop your 
skills on your own, then you’ll never be a true techie.  No computer class can teach you 
everything you need to know on a topic.  Computer courses are a jumping off point to a journey, 
not a destination.

Tentative Schedule for OECS 204 (subject to change)

The majority of this class will be completed in WebCT.

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Introduction
Welcome to class.   Tell a little bit about yourself and your experience with computers.   What 
got you interested in computers?    What do you hope to do with your computer knowledge (be 
Bill Gates or a super hacker)?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, August 29

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  What do you know about Linux?
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Write about what you know about Linux.   It doesn’t have to be much.   Even if you aren’t sure it 
is right, put it down anyway.   Hint: Linux is not a small wild cat.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, August 29

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  What do you want to know?
Write about what you want to know about Linux.   There’s no right or wrong answers here so if 
you don’t know anything about Linux, just say you’d like to know what it is.    
DEADLINE: Tuesday, August 29

Revolution OS
Watch the documentary movie Revolution OS.    I’ll show it at the first lab meeting, but you can 
come in any Tuesday and watch it on your own if you miss the first lab.  Post three things you 
learned about Linux from the video.
DEADLINE: flexible (no later than December 12)  

Complete the WebCT Discussion on: The History of Linux (and Knoppix)
Read Chapter 1 (pages 9-18) in the book
Search the internet and find information about how Linux and Knoppix got started.   In your 

posting include a website link where you found your information and write a paragraph 
summary of what you learned from the website.  Be sure this is in your own words.   Do not
copy and paste from the website.  I want to hear your thoughts and ideas on the topic.  NOTE: 
Everyone must find something different about the history of Linux so be sure to read what 
others have posted before you.  You will be asked to do another posting if you repeat 
information.

DEADLINE: Tuesday, September 5

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Most popular flavor
Knoppix is a “flavor” of Linux.   Search the internet and find which “flavor” of Linux appears to 
be used the most and predict which one you think will be the Linux most people will use in the 
future.   Please post the website or websites where you found your answer.  Write a summary of 
what you learned from the website.  Be sure this is in your own words.   Do not copy and paste 
from the website.  I want to hear your thoughts and ideas on the topic.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, September 5

Assignment 1 (Benefits of Linux)
Go to the following website: http://linux-newbie.sunsite.dk/index.html
Click on 0.Benefits and read about the benefits of Linux.  EMAIL your answers in WebCT to 
the following questions:
1. What kind of people like Linux?
2. Is Linux the right OS for you?
3. Is Linux easy to learn?
4. Why is Linux a good OS? 
5. What is the difference between Linux and Windows when it comes to copyright laws? 
6. What is the difference between Linux and UNIX?
7. Which is more secure: Windows or Linux?
8. Does Open Office work with Microsoft Office?
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9. Is Linux run by a group of devil worshipers?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, Sept. 12

Complete the WebCT Discussion on: Knoppix 
In this course, we will be using the Knoppix flavor of Linux.   It is a wonderful edition of Linux 
that will run off a DVD on a PC so you don’t have to make any changes to your computer or 
install anything on your computer to run Linux.   The book comes with a DVD of Knoppix.    
Follow the instructions in Chapter 2 (page 19-24) and try it out.  Post here and let me know if 
you’re able to use the DVD.   I have a CD-ROM version too if you don’t have a DVD drive on 
your computer. 
DEADLINE: Tuesday, Sept. 12

Assignment 2 (Knoppix DVD)
(email answers in WebCT)
Place the Knoppix DVD in your DVD drive of your computer and reboot.  Knoppix should start 
up on your computer.  Hit enter at the boot prompt.  It may ask you to configure your computer.  
Hit space bar.
When you are in Knoppix, answer the following questions.  Please email these answers to me:
1) What version of Knoppix are we using?
2) Look at the Knoppix info in the web browser.  How do you get English information?
3) Under the Knoppix info, find the system requirements to use Knoppix.  List a couple system 
requirements. 
4) What is the name of the web browser in Knoppix? (hint: starts with a K)
DEADLINE: Tuesday, Sept. 19

Assignment 3 (the panel)
(email answers in WebCT)
Let's learn about the taskbar at the bottom of the screen, known as the Panel in Knoppix.  Email
your answers to the questions below.
1) What is the first button for?  What are some options with this button?
2) What does the Knoppix button do (the penguin)?   What are some options?
3) What does the desktop button do?
4) What does the Home button do?
5) What does the Konsole do?
6) What is Mozilla?
7) What is Open Office?
8) Research Mozilla and Open Office on the internet.  Are these available for Windows?  
9) Is the clock accurate on your computer?
10) What is the 1, 2, 3, 4?
11) What is the US flag for?  What are some options here?
12) What are some ways you can change the clock?  Try some.
13) What are some ways you can change the panel?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, Sept. 26

Extra credit 1 



Spring Semester 2005 OECS204 Linux Operating System D. Bocaz-Larso

Knoppix runs fine of the DVD but you might want to have it installed on your hard drive for 
long term use.    Warning: this could create problems on your computer.   If you do this, you’ll 
want to backup your Windows files first and be aware that some problems may occur.    Also be 
sure installing a different OS than Windows won’t void your warranty.    This is totally optional 
so don’t feel obligated to try this.  BUT… if you do it, the directions are in the book, chapters 4-
6.    Post your experiences doing this here if you try it.  
DEADLINE: flexible (before Tuesday, December 12)

Assignment 4  (wine)
(Please email the answers)
Let's look at the application starter.  Answer the following questions.  Use the internet to help 
with your answers if needed:
1) What is Wine? 
2) Look at the list of utilities and system files.  Select one and review it for me.  Features?  
Functions?
3) Play with one of the graphics programs.  Do you like any of them?  What is a feature of one 
you like (or sort of like)?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 3

Assignment 5 (help)
Look at the help feature.  Do the tutorials.   Make a list of three things you learned from these 
tutorials.    Email your answers in WebCT.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 10

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Game Time!
I would like you to try the programs under Games and Edutainment in Knoppix. 
1) Which ones did you try?  Did they work?
2) Which is your favorite?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 10

Assignment 6  (storage)
(email your answers in WebCT)
Read Chapters 7-8
I would like you to try the floppy feature on the desktop of Knoppix.  Place a floppy disk in your 
computer drive (if you have one).   If not, try this lesson with a Flash drive.  
1) What kind of files can you access?  Try documents, pictures, etc.
2) Create some files in Open Office and try to save them to disk.  What steps did you take to save 
them to disk?  Try to open the files in Microsoft Office.   Do the files work in Microsoft Office?   
Do Microsoft Office files work in OpenOffice.   Try some trouble shooting to see if you can get 
it to work.
3) Can you get some other types of storage to work?   Does a flash or zip drive work?    Can you 
access files on the computer’s hard drive?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 17

Assignment 7 (KDE)
Email your answers in WebCT
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1. What in the world is KDE?
2  Who created KDE?
3. When was it initiated?
4. What was the purpose for it?
5. Does it run on other systems besides Linux?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 24

Assignment 8 (Unix)
If you wanted to run UNIX-type commands on Knoppix, how would you do it?   Suggest two 
ways this can be done.    Email your answers in WebCT.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 24

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  History in the Making
Research Linux in the news using websites such as http://linuxtoday.com/ or 

http://www.linuxplanet.com/linuxplanet/.   Post an interesting news story you find (make sure 
that you don’t post the same story as someone else in the class).

NOTE:  Write about a paragraph summary of the news story in your own words stating why you 
felt the story was important or interesting and give the link to the article.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, November 7

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Open Source
What is open source?  Is Linux open source?  What are some open source programs that work 

with Linux?  How do open sources programs such as OpenOffice and Mozilla compare to 
Microsoft Office and Internet Explorer?

NOTE:  Write about a paragraph in your own words and give the link to where you found your 
answers.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, November 7

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Open Can of Worms?
Did the inventor of Linux make the best choice by making Linux open source?  Why do you 
think he did make it open source?
NOTE:  Write about a paragraph in your own words and give the link to where you found your 
answers.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, November 7

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Linux vs. Windows
Do people think Linux is a better operating system than Microsoft Windows?  What do you 

think?   Do you think Linux will be able to compete with Microsoft?    Do some research.   
Find a website that has some comparisons of Windows and Linux.   Post a link to the website 
and write a summary of what you found out.

DEADLINE: Tuesday, November 14

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Linux Security
People say that Linux is more secure than Windows.  In my opinion, hackers go after Windows 
more often because Windows is the main OS out in the world.  I believe Linux is actually less 
secure because everyone has access to the source code.  I could be wrong.  Find some research 
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on Linux security that proves me right or wrong.  Post the address of the website and give a 
summary in your own words what you found (please do not copy and paste the information).
DEADLINE: Tuesday, November 14

Assignment 9 (Linux Survival)
Let’s learn about the programming side of Linux, the command line side of Linux.  Go to: 
http://linuxsurvival.com.  Do Windows modules 1-2.   Email answer to following questions:
Linux Survival Questions - Module 1
1) How are Linux files structured?
2) What is the most common command in Linux and what is it for?
3) Why did they shorten squirrel monkeys to sq_monks?  
4) When you use the more command, how can you view the rest of the information after seeing 
the first page?
5) How would you make a new directory for cats in the zoo files?
6) How would you place the file called lions into the directory called cats?
7) What does the command cd do?
8) What command do you use to find out where you are in the directory structure?
Module 2
1) What is the copy command? 
2) If you're in the dog directory and you want to copy the lion file to the africa directory, how 
would you do this?
3) What command to you use to remove a file from a directory? 
4) If you're in the dog directory, how do you remove the lion file from the cat directory?  
5) What command would you use to remove the cats directory?
6) Why do most computer users not deal with security?
7) Relating to security, what do the letters rwx mean?
8) What does the - mean in rw- ?
9) What are wildcards?
Email answers to questions found in discussion.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, November 28

Extra credit 2 
Create questions for parts 3 and 4 of Linux survival (please provide answers too)
DEADLINE: flexible (Tuesday, December 12 at the latest)

Complete the WebCT Discussion on: Pick a Chapter
Look through the rest of our book and find a chapter that looks interesting.   Read it and then 
share what you learned.    I’d like every student in our class to pick a different chapter so post 
here as soon as you pick a chapter, then post three things learned from the chapter in the next 
discussion.
DEADLINE: Tuesday, November 28

Complete the WebCT Discussion on: Three things
Post three things you learned about Linux from the chapter you read in the book.   
DEADLINE: Tuesday, December 5
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Assignment 10: Create your own Knoppix lesson
What is something we haven't learned yet about Knoppix that you think would be good for 
newbies like us to learn? 
Possible ideas: 
Use a later chapter in the book and create an activity
How to write a simple program on Linux
How to create a new game on Linux
Learn about the source code for Linux
How to troubleshoot common Linux problems
How to set up a Linux server
How to network Linux
Using WINE
Using the internet on Knoppix at school and at home
Create directions and questions with answers and email everything in WebCT.   For ideas, check 
out the Knoppix forum.  Maybe even post a question in the forum and discuss response for your 
lesson:    www.knoppix.net
DEADLINE: Tuesday, December 12

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  What did you learn?
What did you learn from this class that you didn’t know before we started?
DEADLINE: Tuesday, December 12

All assignments are due Tuesday, December 12


