
Fall Semester 2006  OECS203 Unix Operation System D. Bocaz-Larso

OECS203 UNIX

Instructor: Doug Bocaz-Larson Email: dbocaz@nmsu.edu

Phone: 290-1331 cell Office: 124         

Optional Meeting Time: Tuesdays 9:55-11:10am in room 124

Other meeting times: Wednesdays 9:55-11:10am in room 124

Office Hours:  Tues/Wed 11:15am-1pm in room 124 - Mon/Fri 11:15am-1pm in 315

Optional Text: “The Cuckoo’s Egg” by Clifford Stroll

Course Description: 
This one credit course will give a brief introduction to the Unix operating system.   Learn the 
history of Unix, how it is used, and some basic commands.

NOTE: This is a 8 week course that ends on Tuesday, October 10.

Instructor Availability:
I will be happy to work with you in a computer lab at NMSU-Grants at scheduled times. Please 
call my cell phone (505-290-1331) or my office (505-287-6656) or email me 
(dbocaz@nmsu.edu) for questions or to arrange a time to me.  Email is actually the quickest way 
to reach me followed by leaving a message on my cell phone.  I check my office phone the least 
often.  Feel free to ask questions anytime. Most importantly, turn your assignments in on time 
and don't get behind.  

Evaluation:
8 Discussions/Activities (50 each) 400
2 Projects (300 each)  600

Grading scale:

100-90% A 900-1000
89-80% B 800-899
79-70% C 700-799
69-60% D 600-699
>59% F 599 or less

Deadlines 
Students must meet the deadlines in order to receive full credit for assignments, quizzes, and 
projects.  You will be given until the Monday after the assignment deadline to turn in the 
assignments for full credit.   After that point, 10% will be taken off for each week the assignment 
is late up to 40%.    The final deadline is not flexible.  No late assignments will be taken after the 
final deadline for the course.
-Final deadline for all 1st 4 week assignments – Tuesday, September 12
-Final deadline for all 2nd 4 week assignments – Tuesday, October 10
Failure to meet the above deadlines may result in your being dropped from the course by the first 
4 week deadline or a failing grade on the 2nd 4 weeks.

Important Dates
August 29 Class Begins
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September 19 at 4pm Last day to drop
Tuesday, October 10 Last day of class

Words of Wisdom
When you take a course about computers, you get out of it what you put into it.  Computers are 
constantly changing and you must be constantly learning to keep on the cutting edge.  A class in 
computers will help you get started, but it is up to you to go that extra mile to become an expert.   
Working with computers is like learning a musical instrument.  You don’t become a good 
musician without practice.  It is the same with computers.  If you don’t practice and develop your 
skills on your own, then you’ll never be a true techie.  No computer class can teach you 
everything you need to know on a topic.  Computer courses are a jumping off point to a journey, 
not a destination.

Getting Started with WebCT
WebCT Directions 
If have never taken a web course, please do the following.
1. Go to: http://salsa.nmsu.edu
2. Click "Create Your ID" on left side of screen
3. Enter your social security number and your date of birth.
4. Click Continue and follow directions.
5. When you are done, email your instructor (Doug Bocaz-Larson) at dbocaz@nmsu.edu so you 
can be added to the course.
6. Please allow for 24 hours between the time you create your idea and the time you can enter the
course.
7. Return to http://salsa.nmsu.edu, enter your username and password and click the link to your 
course.
(If you have any questions you can email me at dbocaz@nmsu.edu, call my cell 290-1331, or my 
office 287-6656)

Important Notes to Students (the fine print):
If you have, or believe you have, a disability that would benefit from any accommodation(s), you may wish to register with the 
Student Services Office on the first floor of Martinez Hall.  All medical information will be treated confidentially.   After you 
have registered, please make sure that I receive a copy of the accommodation memorandum from Student Services within the 
first two weeks of class.  It will be your responsibility to inform me or the office of Student Services (in a timely manner) if the 
services/accommodations are not meeting your needs.  If you have a condition that may affect your ability to exit safely from the 
premises in an emergency or that may cause an emergency during class, you are encouraged to discuss any concerns with Ms. 
Irene Charles-Lutz, Campus Student Services Officer at 287-6629, or with me at 287-6656.

Any student found guilty of academic misconduct shall be subject to disciplinary action.  Academic misconduct includes, but is 
not limited to, the following actions: cheating; plagiarism; unauthorized possession of examinations, reserve library materials or 
laboratory materials; unauthorized changing of grades on an examination, instructor’s grade book or grade report; nondisclosure 
or misrepresentation in filing out applications or other college records; or violation of computer use policies.   The following 
disciplinary actions and sanctions may be imposed for any of the above infractions of regulations: disciplinary probation, 
disciplinary suspension, dismissal, expulsion.

Tentative Schedule for OECS 203 (subject to change)
Due Dates Topics Covered
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Tuesday, 
August 29

The majority of this class will be completed in the Discussion part of 
WebCT (http://salsa.nmsu.edu).   The activities are the only part that will be 
emailed instead of posted on WebCT.

Complete WebCT Discussion: Introduction 
Please introduce yourself in this discussion.   Also, say what you know about 
Unix and what you'd like to know?   Don't worry.   There are no wrong 
answers on this one.

Tuesday, Sept. 
5

You will research the following questions and post your findings in the 
WebCT Discussions with the same name:
History of Unix 

I'd like everyone to research the following questions on the internet 
and post your answers in your own words.

1)  What is Unix?  

2) Where did it come from?

Also post a link to the website where you found the answers.   Please 
do not copy and paste.   Read the webpage and then write your 
answers without looking at the source.

Unix Today - How is Unix used today?  Why are people still using Unix?

Tuesday, Sept. 
12

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Unix vs. Dos
What is DOS?    How is it similar to Unix?    How is it different?   
Which one do people prefer?   Why might one be better than the 
other?

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Servers (which is the best 
server operating system)

Complete the WebCT Discussion on:  Unix Websites
Search the internet for Unix activities and tutorials.   Find 5 websites 
and put them in order from best to worse.  Write a description of what 
the website has to offer and then give your review of the website.   
Here’s a website that is a good example: 
http://www.apple.com/macosx/features/unix/
The website does a really nice job explaining how Unix and OSX are 
related.

Tuesday, Sept. 
19

Project Options:

Option 1: You can create an informational website about Unix.  Create first 
part of website on Unix which gives the history and background of Unix.  
Your first part of the website should address the following: What is Unix?  
How is Unix used?  Where did Unix come from?  Why are people still using 
Unix?

Option 2: Read “The Cuckoo’s Egg” by Clifford Stroll which is 



Spring Semester 2004 OECS 203 Unix Operating System D. Bocaz-Larso

available in the NMSU-Grants bookstore, library? Or you can order 
from Amazon.com – Every time Unix is mentioned – make a note of 
the page number and a sentence or two about what is discussed if it’s a 
new concept.

Option 3: Use an Apple computer (in room 124, 315 or cybercafe) and 
go to the following website: 
http://www.osxfaq.com/Tutorials/LearningCenter/UnixTutorials/Lose
TheMouse/index.ws
EMAIL the answers to the following: How can you get a list of users 
on the computer?    List the users on the computer you are using.
How can you get a list of documents for one user?   What are some 
document names you found?   List three.

Tuesday, Sept. 
26

“Using Unix” Activity 1:

In this activity, you will be accessing a Unix server.   

First, you need to be connected to the internet to do this activity.
Go to Start, Run on Windows.   On MAC OSX, go to Applications, Utilities 
and Terminal.

At the prompt, type telnet freenet.victoria.bc.ca in the dialog box that pops 
up.

You should see a welcome window in the dialog box.

Email the answer to the following questions:
What does VTN stand for?
What username do you use to login?   (go ahead and log in)
Type sun for system type (windows or osx isn’t an option)
What is different about navigating in Unix than Windows or OSX?

Post your answers in this discussion.
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Tuesday, Oct. 
3

“Using Unix” Activity 2:
Go to sdf.lonestar.org on your internet browser.  Click the link to 
sdf.lonestar.org after the phrase “To create your own free shell 
account…”   Follow the onscreen directions to gain access to their 
server.

(Or you can access the server by going to Start, Run on Windows and 
typing telnet sdf.lonestar.org or find terminal on OSX by going to 
Applications and Utilities).

Do the following and answer the questions below (email the answers): 
What is SDF?   
What is their mission?  
Name four commands you have access to.
Create your own account.
Name four games that are available to you once you have an 

account.
(NOTE: Please do not post these answers in WebCT.  Email them to 
me)

Extra Credit

Research on the internet for websites that offer free Unix access on 
their servers.  Test the connection and see if you can access their 
server and do some basic Unix commands.  List how to access these 
websites and what commands you could use.  Everyone needs to find 
a different access address.   Be sure to check online to see what 
everyone else has found.   (Extra credit for doing this for more than 
one website).

Tuesday, Oct. 
10

Final Options: 

1) Finish your Unix website.   Include a web page that states what 
you learned from this course and another page with links and 
resources for learning about Unix.

2) Finish reading “The Cuckoo’s Egg” and post what you learned 
about Unix from reading the book.

3) Create a new activity for using the OSX terminal and the 
online tutorial and post the activity and the answers:

http://www.osxfaq.com/Tutorials/LearningCenter/UnixTutorials/Lose
TheMouse/index.ws

All assignments due Tuesday, October 10


