CMT190 Digital Video Production I
CM195 Digital Film Editing I and
CMT255 Exploring Digital Film

Fall Semester 2006
Instructor: Doug Bocaz-Larson Email: dbocaz@nmsu.edu
Phone: 290-1331 Office: 124

Office Hours: Tues/Wed 11:15am-1pm in room 124 - Mon/Fri 11:15am-1pm in 315

Meeting Time: Mondays 9:55-11:10am in room 315
Production Times: Thursdays and/or Fridays (depending on your schedule and the
location of the shoot)

Recommended Reading (available for checkout or optional purchase on bn.com):
Guerilla Film Makers Handbook isbn: 0-8264-1464-8 and Final Cut Pro 5 (Apple Pro
Training Series) ISBN: 0321334817

Course Description:

This course will examine the technology and skills that goes into movie making.  Students will
be a part of the film crew in CMT190 and will be editors in CMT195. In CMT255, students
may try each aspect of filmmaking. During the Monday meetings, we will plan our weekly film
projects.  Students will meet in small groups during the week to prep their project and then set
a time when the project will be filmed. The group project for the semester will the Karate Girls
web series.  Students will also be allowed to try small individual projects as well.

Instructor Availability: Please call my cell phone (505-290-1331) or email me
(dbocaz@nmsu.edu) for questions. Email is actually the quickest way to reach me
followed by leaving a message on my cell phone. I check my office phone the least
often.  Feel free to ask questions anytime. Most importantly, turn your assignments in
on time and don't get behind.

Assignment Deadlines:

You must have the weekly prep assignment done by before each project. You can NOT
make-up these prep assignments because they are essential to the projects.  Film
projects are important to attend.  We will do an actual film project, which is where the
real learning will occur.

If you miss a project, you will need to make up the time by working on an extra project.

Evaluation:

14 Projects at 700 points (50 points each).

*You are only allowed to make-up these assignments if you make arrangements in advance of
each project.

14 Weekly Prep Meetings and Assignments at 300 points (25 points each week)
*No make-up assignments allowed.

NOTE: You must commit 48 hours this semester for a three credit course and 16 hours for a 1
credit course.  Failure to complete the first four projects may result in your being



dropped from the course by the first 4 weeks.

Grading scale:
1000-900 points = A
899-800 points = B
799-700 points = C
699-600 points = D
>599 points = F

Words of Wisdom

When you take a course about computers or film, you get out of it what you put into it. A
class in computers or film will help you get started, but it is up to you to go that extra
mile to become an expert. Working with computers and film is like learning a musical
instrument. You don’t become a good musician without practice. It is the same with
computers and film. If you don’t practice and develop your skills on your own, then
you’ll never be a true techie or filmmaker. No computer or film class can teach you
everything you need to know on a topic. Computer and film courses are a jumping off
point to a journey, not a destination.

Important Notes to Students (the fine print):

If you have, or believe you have, a disability that would benefit from any
accommodation(s), you may wish to register with the Student Services Office on the first
floor of Martinez Hall. All medical information will be treated confidentially.  After
you have registered, please make sure that I receive a copy of the accommodation
memorandum from Student Services within the first two weeks of class. It will be your
responsibility to inform me or the office of Student Services (in a timely manner) if the
services/accommodations are not meeting your needs. If you have a condition that may
affect your ability to exit safely from the premises in an emergency or that may cause an
emergency during class, you are encouraged to discuss any concerns with Ms. Irene
Charles-Lutz, Campus Student Services Officer at 287-6629, or with me at 287-6656.

Any student found guilty of academic misconduct shall be subject to disciplinary action.
Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, the following actions: cheating;
plagiarism; unauthorized possession of examinations, reserve library materials or
laboratory materials; unauthorized changing of grades on an examination, instructor’s
grade book or grade report; nondisclosure or misrepresentation in filing out applications
or other college records; or violation of computer use policies. The following
disciplinary actions and sanctions may be imposed for any of the above infractions of
regulations: disciplinary probation, disciplinary suspension, dismissal, expulsion.

Assignments for CMT190/195/255
(subject to change)

August 25 and 28 — Introduction.  Basics of filmmaking and film crews.
Introduction to editing.  Plan Film Project #1



Homework: pre-production assignments

August 29-30 — Pre-production meetings in small groups.  Editing students will

start on Final Cut Pro book assignments at ARR times.
Homework: Complete pre-production assignments

Aug. 31 or Sept. 1 — First film project

Sept. 4-6 — Log and capture and start editing.  Plan Film Project #2

Homework: pre-production assignments
Sept. 7 or 8 or 11 — Film Project #2

Sept. 11-13 - Log and capture and editing.  Plan Film Project #3
Homework: pre-production assignments

Sept. 14, 15, or 18 — Film Project #3

Sept. 18-20 — Log and capture and editing.  Plan Film Project #4
Homework: pre-production assignments

Sept. 21, 22 or 25 — Film Project #4

Sept. 25-27 — Log and capture and editing.  Plan Film Project #5
Homework: pre-production assignments

Sept. 28, 29 or Oct. 2 — Film Project #5

Oct. 2-4 — Log and capture and editing. Plan Film Project #6
Homework: pre-production assignments

Oct. 5, 6 or 9 — Film Project #6

Oct. 9-11 — Log and capture and editing.  Plan Film Project #7
Homework: pre-production assignments

Oct. 12, 13 or 16 — Film Project #7

Oct. 16-18 — Log and capture and editing. Plan Film Project #8
Homework: pre-production assignments

Oct. 19, 20 or 23 — Film Project #8

Oct. 23-25 — Log and capture and editing. Plan Film Project #9
Homework: pre-production assignments



Oct. 26, 27 or 30 — Film Project #9

Oct. 30-Nov. 1 — Log and capture and editing.  Plan Film Project #10
Homework: pre-production assignments

Nov. 2, 3 or 6 — Film Project #10

Nov. 6-8 — Log and capture and editing. Plan Film Project #11
Homework: pre-production assignments

Nov. 9, 10 or 13 — Film Project #11

Nov. 13-15 - Log and capture and editing. Plan Film Project #12
Homework: pre-production assignments

Nov. 16, 17 or 20 — Film Project #12

Nov. 20-21 — Log and capture and editing. Plan Film Project #13 and 14
Homework: pre-production assignments

Nov. 27 — Film Project #13

Nov. 28, 29 — Log and capture and editing.  Plan Film Project #14
Homework: pre-production assignments

Nov. 30, Dec. 1 or 4 — Film Project #14

Dec. 4 - Finish film projects

Dec. 5-8 — Make up days for film projects

Dec. 10-14 - Final post-production on projects

Dec. 15 — Our own film festival/party

NOTE: At the end of this course, you'll have several videos that you can show to
potential employers to show what you can do.  Also, be sure to keep track of all
the different jobs you do on a resume. Whether you work for a feature film, a

local tv station, a casino, a school or a hospital, there are in demand job skills
and the videos give you a chance to showcase what you know.

Fall Semester 2006
August 23 - December 16
Classes Begin August 23
Deadline for Registration/Course Addition September 6



Last Day to drop a course with a "W" October 17

Last Day to Withdraw from the University November 17
Thanksgiving holiday for students November 20-24
EXAM WEEK December 11-15

Last day of classes December 15



